Calendar Math
Grade Level: Preschool

Subject(s) Area: Mathematics and Logical Thinking and Science and Problem Solving

Materials Needed: Calendar materials used in classroom

Standards:

MTH 1.1 Demonstrate an understanding that numbers are always in the same order: 1, 2, 3 (stable order counting principle), and that the order when counting objects does not affect the total (order irrelevance counting principle). 

SCI 1.1 Know and describe the sequence of daily routines. 

SCI 2.3 Gather and record simple information through discussions and drawings about their environment (e.g., weather).

Objectives: Students will:

1. Students will participate in calendar time discussion

2. Students will identify days of the week, months, of the year, and days they are in school.

3. Students will also record what the weather is outside for the day.

Learning Activities:

1. Students will go through the days of the week, choosing which day they are on and the number of the day. 
2. Students will then go through the months of the year, identifying which month they are in and then including the year.

3. Students will recite/identify the date and then go through the entire calendar stating which days are days they are in school or “stay home days”

4. Students will then look to see what the weather is like outside and use adjectives to describe the weather, such as “Cloudy.”

Vocab Words:

Months of the year
Days of the week

Weather

Important days in the month

Reflection Questions:

How do you know today is blank?

How did you decide it is blank month?

Is the weather outside blank, but also blank?
Assessment:

Students will be informally assessed by the teacher making sure they are participating and also by counting the days on the calendar/being able to identify their numbers 1-31.

Reflection:

I honestly thought this lesson was really awful. I did not feel comfortable teaching the lesson after the first few minutes with the students not being very responsive and having a few breakdowns. I wish that I would have done this lesson with the class of Miss Julie’s that I spent more time with (Tuesday/Thursday) because they knew me a bit better and they are also a bit older. I spoke with Miss Julie after the lesson and told her how I did not think it was  the best lesson ever and she made a great point of saying the students are not used to someone else teaching them so she could tell they were a bit confused as to why she was sitting in the back and I was teaching. I also think I would have done this differently by doing it more so how I would normally teach calendar math, but then think that I could not do that either because they are so used to their consistency while doing calendar math. 

Goldfish Counting Patterns
Grade Level: Preschool

Subject(s) Area: Mathematics and Logical Thinking
Materials Needed: Goldfish crackers

Standards: 

MTH 1.1 Demonstrate an understanding that numbers are always in the same order: 1, 2, 3 (stable order counting principle), and that the order when counting objects does not affect the total (order irrelevance counting principle).

MTH 2.3 Recognize, duplicate, and extend simple patterns of objects, sounds, and movements using manipulatives. 

Objectives: Students will:

1. Students will participate in small mini groups working on patterning and counting.

2. Students will put their goldfish crackers in different patterns using the different colored goldfish they have. 

3. Students will also count how many goldfish they have all together and then how many they have of each different color.

Learning Activities:

1. Teacher will introduce activity with giving each student 15-20 different goldfish and also having that same amount his or her self.

2. Teacher will tell students they will count how many goldfish they have in all and then have students put them in separate piles based on the color of the goldfish.

3. Teacher will then demonstrate how to make a pattern and then have students make a pattern with their goldfish. 

4. Teacher will make sure each student have a different type of pattern that makes sense. 
5. Teacher will then allow students to eat their goldfish after they have counted their piles and made their patterns. 

Vocab Words:

Patterns
Counting 

Separating
Different

Piles

Total

Reflection Questions:

How did you decide what colors were going to be in your pattern?

How many of each color do you have?

How many total goldfish do you have; how do you know that?
Assessment:

Students will be informally assessed by the teacher making sure they are counting their goldfish correctly and getting the correct total number of goldfish. They will also be assessed by the patterns they make, making sure they are following a correct pattern. 

Reflection:


I really liked teaching this lesson. I thought it went really well and of course letting the students eat the goldfish at the end was a great incentive! I thought working in the small groups was a lot better than doing this large group because I had 5 or 6 students working with me for each group. The students really responded well when I asked them to count the total number of goldfish and then separate them into piles of different colors. I also thought it went great when I demonstrated a pattern and then they also made a pattern, for the most part each student understood what it meant to make a pattern. 

Picture and Name Activity

Grade Level: Preschool

Subject(s) area: Language and Literacy
Materials Needed: Paper, pencils/writing utensils, coloring materials

Standards:

LL 3.3 Use writing tools and materials (e.g., pencils, crayons, chalk, markers, computers, papers).

LL 3.4 Use scribbles, shapes, pictures, letters, and dictation to represent thoughts and ideas.

Objectives: Students will:

1. Students will practice writing their own name with a writing utensil of their choice (markers, crayons, pencils, etc.)

2. Students will create a picture of themselves using writing utensils.

3. Students will make sure they add all elements of themselves, including two hands, two feet, etc. 

4. Students will also color their picture of themselves if necessary.

Learning Activities:

1. Teacher will demonstrate to students where they will write their name by writing his or her own name (at the top of the paper).

2. Teacher will also demonstrate how she would draw a picture of his or her self, pointing out she added two hands, two legs, a face, etc.

3. Students will then choose a writing utensil of their choice and write their name.

4. Students will then draw a picture of themselves, including all elements.

Vocab Words:

Name

Picture

Drawing
Top of Page

Parts of body/face

Reflection Questions:

Did you add all of the things you need, like two legs, hair, etc?

What letters are in your name; how do you spell your name?

How did you decide to draw yourself?

Assessment:

Teacher will informally assess if the student spelled their name with the correct letters and all the letters in their name. Teacher will also informally assess if student put all elements into their drawing. Teacher will formally assess by keeping track of the progress a student makes through the year (this activity is done monthly/at the beginning of each month), such as how they are writing their name and also how they are driving their picture.

Reflection:


This is a lesson I really felt comfortable with and liked as well. I did this as a large group lesson just because the students have been doing this activity for the past few months of school, so for the most part they know the directions and expectations, but I did have to go over them again. If I were to change it I would maybe make this a small group lesson so the students can take a little more time completing this and also feel as if they can get a little more reaction to their picture. I would also do it as a small group so the students can share their pictures with each other, rather than just saying “Done” and having them picked up by the teacher. 
