Hellen Keller- Day 1

Grade Level: First grade

Subject(s) Area: Language Arts
Materials Needed: Hellen Keller article 
Standards:

RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
RI. 1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key details. 

SL. 1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small groups and large groups. 

Objectives: Students will:

1. Students will engage in whole group learning about a well-known woman in history.

2. Students will infer by skimming the article and using the pictures and titles to conclude what the article is about.

Learning Activities:

1. Teacher will introduce Helen Keller article by passing out the article to each student or pairs of students. 

2. Teacher will tell students the article is about Helen Keller and explain they are to scan the articles pictures and words to have an idea about her (explain skimming means to look over the pages briefly). 

3. Whole group will look at title, pictures, and captions.

4. Students will turn and talk to their elbow partner about what they learned about Helen Keller form the article (take a minute or so). 

5. Teacher will ask students who has thoughts about Helen Keller- students will explain their ideas about Helen Keller. 

6. Teacher will point out to students that under the title it explains Helen Keller was blind and deaf, yet did great things. 

7. Students will be prompted to look at the back page and notice the sign language on the back.

8. Teacher will explain what sign language is used for.

9. Students will practice spelling their names in sign language with a partner (take a few minutes for this).

10. Teacher will bring group back together and check to see how many students spelled their name.
11. Teacher will wonder out loud to students about how Helen Keller might have communicated with others (may take thoughts depending on time) 

12. Group will read some of article together and find out more about Helen Keller. 

Assessment:


Teacher will informally assess by asking students reflective questions about the Helen Keller article, such as who, what, when where, and how. Teacher will also assess throughout the week by having students come up with important details they read in the article. Students will then be assessed by working with a partner in order to look over key details in the text. 

Helen Keller- Day 2

Grade Level: First Grade

Subject(s) Area: Language Arts

Materials Needed: Helen Keller article, paper or whiteboard (to make anchor chart), pencil or markers

Standards:

RI. 1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RI. 1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

RI. 1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by the words in a text. 

Objectives: Students will:

1. Students will identify the difference between important details and important information in the text.

2. Students will work in a large group to come up with important details and important information in the text to help create an anchor chart. 

Learning Activities:

1. Teacher will explain to students that writers write nonfiction, they include a lot of details to make the writing interesting (explain that a detail is a little bit of information about something). 

2. Teacher will also explain how a writer adds key details when writing about a person, such as when the person was born, what they looked like, etc. 

3. Teacher will give an example of what may be the most important information and which may be the detail, such as stating:

“Jack is one of the kindest people I know. He always goes out of his way to help people. His shoes are brand new.”

4. Teacher asks students which is the most important information and which is a detail and has students turn and talk to teach other. 

-Answer should be that he is really nice and helps people- prompt if not answer given

5. Teacher explains we want to remember and separate the interesting details from the more important ideas- want to remember important information. 

6. Teacher explains the Interesting Details/Important Information Anchor Chart and then points out the pictures of Helen Keller.

7. Teacher will read the beginning of the article, looking for key details and important information- then jots down the information on the anchor chart. 

8. Teacher wonders out loud about details she read in the text and states she is going to write “Born 120 years ago” in the interesting details column and “Helen Keller was blind and deaf, but she didn’t let anything stand in her way on the important information column. 

9. Teacher will ask students if they also think that and if it makes sense.

10. Students will turn and talk about the difference between interesting details and important information. 

11. Students will share with the whole group about what they think is the difference between interesting details and important information.

Assessment:


Teacher will informally assess by asking students about the key important details and important information they read in the text. Teacher will ask many reflective questions to group and also ask students the difference between important details and important information.

Reflection:

Helen Keller- Day 3

Grade Level: First Grade

Subject(s) Area: Language Arts

Materials Needed: Helen Keller article, Anchor Chart from previous day, post-it notes, pencils

Standards:

RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

RI.1.10 With prompting and support, read informational texts and appropriately complex for grade 1.

Objectives: Students will:

1. Students will determine the difference between interesting details and important information- out loud and on paper.

Learning Activities:

1. Teacher will have whole group of students sort interesting details and important information together. 

2. Teacher will show picture of Helen when she was 39 years old and read the caption and then have students turn and talk to each other about what they think the most important information is.

3. Teacher asks students what they think the most important information was and what the key detail was- prompted if necessary and then asks students why they may think that.

4. Teacher can explain that the details are often connected to our own lives and that horseback riding is a key detail because it has to do with a big important idea. 

5. Teacher will record information given by students on the Anchor Chart.

6. Teacher then explains her idea of putting a star next to the most important information in the caption of the photograph. 

7. Teacher explains the star is a code we can use to show the most important information- kids in high school and college do this and we can too!

8. Teacher passes out post-it notes and explains to students she will put her post-it note next to the caption that says “She believed that blind and deaf people could do almost anything” since it is important.

a. Can draw picture or words about what I think is important

9. If students agree, have them put a star on their post-it and put it next to that part of the text.
Assessment:


Teacher will informally assess by having students put their post-it notes next to the most important detail in the caption. Teacher will also assess by asking students what they think are the different interesting details and important information.

Reflection:

Helen Keller- Day 4

Grade Level: First Grade

Subject(s) Area: Language Arts

Materials Needed: Helen Keller article, Anchor Chart

Standards:

RI. 1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RI. 1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small groups and larger groups.

Objectives: Students will:

1. Students will identify the difference between interesting details and important information.

2. Students will cooperatively collaborate with each other to discuss what they think are interesting details and important information.

Learning Activities:

1. Teacher will partner students up and have them go through the article together.

2. Students will go through article and talk about what they think is the most important information and code it with a star- explain students don’t have to agree but make sure they discuss together.

3. Teacher will give students time to work and then confer with the individual pairs. 

4. Teacher will ask students reflective questions about interesting details and important information. 

a. Teacher may need to explain about the Braille or “little bumps” to students

5. Teacher will have students wrap up their conversations and have a couple groups share with the class about what they learned. 

6. Add important information to the Anchor Chart

7. Teacher will wrap up lesson by explaining students learned a lot about history and learned how to pick out the most important information.

8. Teacher can allow students to use post-its to add to their own books while picking out important information. 
